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What causes great cities to fall ? What rhythm must a lawgiver follow to build a state that will last ?
In this poetic-structural translation of Plato’s Laws, Books III and IV become a drama of memory,
collapse, and political rebirth. Where Book I staged the war within the soul, and Book II examined
education through rhythm and imitation, these books turn outward—to history, empire, and the
fragile emergence of law.

Book IIT follows the Athenian stranger as he recounts the downfall of ancient regimes—from the
mythical floods to the real-world failures of Sparta, Persia, and Athens itself. These are not just
historical episodes, but ontological collapses : each regime forgets the rhythm that made it possible.
Laws are no longer preambles ; they become reactionary weapons. The metaphor of the Oversailed
Ship warns against regimes driven by appetite and untrained courage—states that cannot be steered
when winds of freedom grow too strong.

Book IV opens a new possibility : the founding of a colony. Here, the Lawgiver must emerge—not as
an authoritarian, but as one who tunes the new city’s pulse in accord with both divine rhythm and
human need. The city must be free, but also formable. The first laws are not restrictions but
invitations : they begin with prayers, mythic memory, and persuasive rhythm.

This translation is not a paraphrase. It rebuilds Plato’s dialogue using :



Short poetic lines

Capitalized conceptual metaphors (e.g., Lawgiver, Golden-Cord, Oversailed-Ship)
Rhythmic transitions between historical logic and philosophical creation
Structured movement from collapse to construction

Designed for students of political theory, literature, classics, education, and those seeking a lived
philosophy of law, this edition brings Laws III-IV into the rhythm of now. It invites readers to walk
beside the founders as they ask not “What rules should we write ?” but “What tone should law begin
in ?”

Part of the Poetic Philosophy Presents series, this volume continues the mission of restoring ancient
texts as structures of rhythm, soul, and offering—not as abstractions, but as lived forms of judgment.

Jason Kassel (PhD) writes classical philosophy and political thought for young readers, families,
and thoughtful adults.



